. Growing season mean soil water content (a; % volume water content at 0-15 cm) between ambient and altered treatments (fewer, larger rain events), and ambient total growing 
. Growing season mean soil water content (a; % volume water content at 0-15 cm) between ambient and altered treatments (fewer, larger rain events), and ambient total growing season rainfall (b; mm) between 1997 to 2012. Error bars denote one standard error. Reference lines correspond to the mean annual precipitation for all 15 years. Soil water content was significantly lower in altered treatments compared to ambient during the growing season (P = < 0.0001). (Table 3. ). SWC variability was more predictive of plant cover than mean SWC. Cover of Andropogon gerardii (grass) was significantly related to year and SWC variability (P = 0.01 and P = 0.03 respectively), cover of Sorghastrum nutans (grass; P = 0.0001), Solidago canadensis (forb; P = 0.0007), Solidago missouriensi (forb; P = 0.0009) and Helianthus rigida (forb; P = 0.02) were significantly related to year but not variability in SWC. Cover of Andropogon scoparius (grass) was unrelated to year or SWC. Figure S4 . Correlations between soil water content (SWC) variability (mean/sd) on total cover of dominant grasses and forbs over time. Dominant species were determined from the SIMPER analysis (Table 3. ). SWC variability was more predictive of plant cover than mean SWC. Forbs were significant for year only (P = 0.004). Grasses were not significant for either year or SWC variability. Figure S1 . Figure S2 . Figure S3 . Figure S4 . 
